As it was delivered in A 


SERMON 


{ St. Margarets in Weſtminſter, before the 


{Honourable Houſe of Commons upon Wedneſday the 
4 ” 'Iath. of Jane 1661, being the day rn nil by His 


Majefty and che Parliament, for afolemn _ 
upon the late abundance of Rain, I the dang 
of Famine and Peftilence likely ro enſue” - > ug 


[By Tu 0: GrunrInzLdD 4.4. Preacher to the © 
, — Honourable Society of Lincdl'+-Inne- 


PR 


The Second d Impreſsian. | 


CET — 


3 22.28,29, You are they which have ——_—_ wich me in my 
none: + And | appoint unto you a Kingdom, as my Father 
ath appointed unto me. 


vh malos pr emis ſequuntur, haud facile quiſquam gratuitd bonne eſt. 
q p Py Saluft. ad Czfarem. yy 


| Sum cutque fribue, 
Hoc fas &* vives, 


LO NDON, 
= Wd oe ve wy Brame at the Guni in > fapoes, 1661, 


_ Tothe Honourable the Houſe of Commons, 


_ Now in Pailiament Aﬀembled , 


 UTpeTlery, 


. Gentlemen, 


% 
- 
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and I defire you to prattiſe it 3 becauſe, 
is nevey ſo well printed as when 'tis pra- 
fHiſed: And give me leave totell you that 
if I conld order you ſo well, as you can ore 
===] "der me, you ſhould prattiſe it as well as 
Print it: Nevertheleſs, will perform my part. | 
* Our preſent age has been an age of wonders, 1 offer onely 
ee ( and thoſe the greateſt of thems ) to-yo0ur confideration : 
Te bawe had the beſt of Princes barbarouſly murthered; A 
wiſh Prince miraculoufly reſtored ; And a Loyal people 
« yet ) bat badly requited. | 
To the firſt of theſe you owe your ſolemn ſorrows, for the 
fund your conſtant thanks , and to the third your juſt com- 
Mons, 
' For theſe I was willing to obey your commands. for theſe 
choſe my Text , for theſe 1 have pleaded , and for theſe I 
ve done what 1 never did before, 1 have Printed what 
pleaded for them, that , in caſe they miſs of any other 
" thbetter remembrance, ( as they have done hitherio ) yet 
ry may meet with ſome ſlender one at leaſt upon a paper. - 
* 'Tis confeſt , you have done your duty well and handſome- 
Jtothe two firſt. of theſe wonders, by anſwering them both, 


niih 


[Iago 01 have defired me to print my Sermon, 


Go. 


Ty 
cond : Theſe things you ought to have done, ave hi 


the other undone ; undone it is 4s yet , and ſo are they for * 


found an Experience, as any part of Mankind: Ecclel,$, 
14. There is avanity, which 1s done upon. the earth, 


that there be juſt men,unto whom it happeneth accord. In 
ing to the work of the wicked : Again, there be wick. 
ed men, to whom it happeneth according to the work 


of the righteous. 


It ts this SubjetÞ, I am now upon, 4 very poor one, yet q |, 
very good one ;, and a very good one, becauſe 4 very Lil | 
ent, and if Novelty makes any thing acceptable (as it dots) 
then this paper may challenge your acceptance, becanſe it 
zreats of a Subje never (as yet} thought upon, of a Sub- 


bir never handled by any, but werie conrſly, very mronge 
Tully. 


It is now in your powey to ds thens right. that have ſuf. 


fered wrong, and 10 feed and relieve theſe hungry onts, and 
' the honour of the Aition will be thu, that hereby youwill bs 


followers of God : For, the Lord executeth 'judgment 


for the oppreſſed, he giveth food to .the hungry, he 
looſeth the priſoners, and raiſeth them thar are bowed 
down, Pſal. 146. 7,8. Bc ye therefore merciful eyen 


as your heavenly Father is merciful : As be &, naw, bt 


& merciful both 10 the juſt, and to the unjuſt , be miiiful 


to both you may,but, to be merciful to the unjuſ onlit, and 


21 tothe juſt alſo, this is cruettie ; if houeft men may ut 

have the preference in your mercie , you cannos doleſs, thes 

lt them go ſharers with others, that have far leſs (if @ all) 
deſerv'dit, | | 

'Tis verie p0{vible, (and, 1 fear verie probable, ) thu 
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09 weave why 08 Suing forth farh a Temper, and 
 Tthplexion 'of Parſiamenr ,  1hww, inwbichyouſee + 
4% 41h mg acfull of Hazard . asthe projet? of the greax (WA 
" fittr , which miſſes a emdredtinses , before tt bits once; WAN 
' by children'to many generations may ſadly defireto ſee one l 
tthe dayes of ſuch a Convention, «and yet not ſee it 5 
ſherefore, behold, now'igthenccepted time ; (behold, 
bw is*the day of ſalvation: Today therefore'( after Ill 
| blong atime) Whilſt iris'faid, to-day, harden not-your Al 


 hatts3 if you do, and ( with Elau ) ſel your own, and others 
-jth-rights, afterwards, when you would inherit the 
| \ffing , you Will berrejeRed,, though you ſeck it care« 
ily with teas. 
' Tow love, and are for Loyalty, 7 know you are; and if you 
'þ,*#ben theriſhwhat you love © let that Tree have the moſt, 
' td'beſt care 'and \water ,'the beſt ſoil and ſenee, which 
fbes you the Fratt yowmeſt love. | Nall 
*'1t' was a trnelty'no-where to be found, but in a Nero, "WI: 
| kdet Roma, dum cythara canit: Hnd ſhall we ( & Iſrael, jd 
mos 6. 4,56: ) lye-upon beds of-Iyory, and ſtretch yall 
' tit ſelves upon our *Couches , and eat the-lanjbs out _ 
'  Fihe Flock, andthe Calves out of the midſt of the Wil, 


. 


| 
" Mz ſhall we chant to the ſound of the Viol;and invent 
| bour ſelves inſtruments of Muſick? ſhall we drink wine 
' h(bowles ,-and anoint our ſelves with the chicf oynt- 
4 tents, and not be grieved for the Afflition of Foſ-ph £ 
1 Fo, what will follow 2 even the judgement we now fear, v. 
1 
1 
J 


. r;the banquer of them that ſtretched themſelves, ſhall 
kremoved. | 
"Tam apt tothink , that David bluſht, when having ob- "Wl 
\ bined reſt from all his Enemies round about, and fit- Will 
tg quictly in his houſe , herold the Prophet, 2 Sam. 7. Will 
1,2, See now, I dyell in a houſe of Cedar, but the wi 
» | 0 
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It is now in your powey 10 do them right, that have ſuf. |. 
feredwrong, and to feed and relieve theſe hungry ones, and 
' the honour of the Aition wi'l be thu, that hereby you will. © 
followers of God : For, the Lord executeth (judgment 
for the oppreſſed, he giveth food to .the hungry, he 
looſeth the priſoners, and raiſcth them thar are bowed | 
down, Pſal. 146. 7,8. Bc ye therefore merciful eyen | 
as your heavenly Father is merciful : As be i, no, he - 
& mercifull both 10 the juſt, and to the unjuſt ; be nurtiſul © 
to both you may, but, to'be merciful to the unjuſt onlit,, and © 
nt tothe juſt alfo, this is cruehie ; if houeft men me) ut - 
have the reference in your mercie , y0u cannos doleſs, thn. * 
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lt them go ſharers with others, that have far leſs (if # lt) | 
deſerv/dit, ALON” | | 
'Tis verie poſsible, (and, 1 fear verie probable,) thu * 
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Tp You wn 08 bing forth farh a Temper, and 
; Fein of Parlfarhent , a 1hws ,. etnbon 2 
os omg wal oPMacard. avthe project of he gre 
' "Vattr , whith miſſes x Andrediinees , before tt bits once; 
utrerte ny yoni} fl ofcer fre 
ihe dayes of (ſuch a Convention, and yet not ſee #t + 
tharefore, behold, nowlipgthenccepted:time ;\behold, 
\ © tv"is* the day of ſalvation: Today therefore-( after 
| flong time) Whilſt iris ſaid, to-day, harden not-your 
Carts; 3fyou do, and( with Eſau ) ſell your own, and others 
 Zhth-rights, afterwards, when you would inherit the 
"\cffing , you Will berejeRed., though you ſeck it care- 


I 


| ily with teas. 


* Tow love, and ave for Loyalty, 7 Know you are; and if you 

*þ,'4ben theriſhwhatyou love ; ltt that Tree have the moſt, 

| 1d 'beſt Gare 'and water ,'the beſt ſoil and fenee, which 

* hes you the Frait youmnoſt love. = : | 

* 115 was a traeltyno-where tobe ford, but in a'Nero, 

- Ide Roma, dumcythara canit: Hnd ſballwe ( «5 Iſrael, 

"Anvs 6. 4;5;6- ) lyc-upon beds of-Iyory, and'{tretch 

" tit felycs tpon- our *Couches , and eatthelanibs out 

- Fihe Flock , andthe Calves out of the midſt of the 

Bite ſhall we chant to the ſound of the Viol,and invent 

- hour ſelves inſtruments of Muſtek? ſhall we drink wine 

h'bowles ,*and /anoiar our ſelves with the chief oynt- 

' > tents, and not be grieved for the Affliction of Foſ-ph 2 

1; Fo; what will follow > even the judgement we now fear, v. 

1. _ banquer of them that ſtretched themſelves, ſhall 

* kremoved. 

E "4 am apt to ebhink , that David blaſht, when having ob- 
*kined'reſt from. all his Enemies round about, and fit- 

) Win ietly in his houſe ,'be rold the Prophet, 2 Sam. 7. 

W Ho. now, I dwell in a houſe of Cedar, but the Ark 
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of God dwelleth within curtaine; : 49d they were uery 
courſe ones. too , for they were made of Goats barre 4... Such 4 
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bluſh would become you; and-you will never lak 6 hang. ® 
ſomly', as when this brings up the. Reds into your Cheths gg 7 
conſider, that the Lord hath given you R-ſt, and hath ſet ug 7 
down peaceably inyanr houſes $1 and ye all thi while, theſe Fr 
Men « like the Arke ) remain clad in courſe aud torngur- | 
ments, and thouzh the foxes have holes, and the birds of the ©; 
Aire have nefts , yet theſe men have not a place whereto ly? : 
down their heads, EE Att: | Cot os 


——— pudet hxc opprobria nobis 
Et dici potuiſle, & non potuiſle refelli, 


Methinks , "tis enough to make you ſhake, and (veat 
again, to conftder how'open you lye tothe juſt complaints of | 
theſe poor Souls, if 1h:y ſhunld beſpeak.you'n. the lane © 


; en is 1 
guage of the Apsſile,( then in. a caſe much like theirs now, on 
1 Cof.4.8. &c. Now yearetull, now ycare rich, ye? | 
have reigned as. Kings without us , and we would to. 

iu. 


God ye did reign » thar we alſo might rcign with. yau,; > 
For we think, that God hathſer.torth us laſt, as it were} 
men appoinred to death ; for we are made a ſpedade: j* 
unto the world, and to angels, and to men: we are fools,. 


bur ye are wiſe; we are weak, but ye are ſtrong; ye” 

are honourable, but we are deſpiſed : eyen unto this "Ay 
preſent hour we both hunger, and thirſty 10d are naked [5 
and are buffered , and have no certain dwelling place - "7 
And labour, working with our own hands bcing revſe 1 
led, we blcſſ:; being perſecuted, we fuffcrit ; being "8 
defamed, we intreat:. we are made as the filth of the *P 
world , and are the off-ſcouring of all things unto this), 


day, 


"FF 
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4 FL4nd if this betheir Caſe, ( as indeedit is, then, how 
4 ff avd ingenuous will it be for you, to conſider it | And 
fe member, that if it be joſt and good with God, that our 
07 yhe afflictions, which are but for a moment, (hiould 
v,” fork for us a far more exceeding, and eternal weight 
e” fplory : then certainly he will not take it well at your 
+ \pds , if their heavy Afflictions , which have been for 
Fel wwy years , ſhould work nothing for them , but a far more 
lf needing, and inſupportable weight of want and miſery, 
© 1 have forgot the Name, but I remember the Vertue of 
it great Commander , who when his Army was muich 
. ©ifreſt iz point of Aquation, and abottle of water was pre- 
-Emed 10 himſelf by one of his Souldiers , he flung it on the 
1nd, and this after it, God torbid, that I ſhould drink, 
hen my poor Souldiers are periſhing with thirft : And 
+ kindneſs of Alexander { if Curtjus may be credited ) 
"Wu 4s great as himſelf , who in acold froſty night, ſiting 


LY 


K, 


1! great frein an open fiela, and eſpying a poor Souldier 
'e We ont guard ready to drop down dead with the Cold, 


10” to bim , took him up in his Armes , brought him to the 


\i Eye, ſet himinbisown Chair, rubb'd and chafed himmwith 

town hands, and with much adoe brought him to life : 
"© be wiſe men knew this to be the way, tooblige an Army :0 

2 w,, | 

© Ieave this with you , to apply , and to divine , what I 

"unbyit 3 and withall, you may do well.to remember , how 

"wy of your «wn Families received both their Honours 


- i Eſtates from the Norman ſervice : That juſt Brince 
1 * webt it hs duty to requite his Souldiers, aud if youwenld 


n _n0bs . . ' 
he 4 be the Engliſh of Miles, Eques, Cames, &c. which 
his © now wear abont your Eſcutchcons , they are flowers 


py 


cb grew wp out of that Fir1d , far unlike thoſe weeds, 


\ kh ring from a ſtrvice as ingennou and juſt as 
»*%b wow. ſp ing jo ak "mg fo 


LP 


fant ard profitable a thing it is to fight againſt our Sovee "+ 


that , for which the Herauldry is ſo much altered, that they br 
yet wear no ocher badge , then Pedes, Pauper, Famelicys, Wi 


for being Loyal to their Prince, F 
Methinks , 'tis not ſo handſome, to ſee a Nation ( tha. "uh 
was lately Gules all ever) now to {tand checker d Argert 0 
and Sable, ana vo behold our late great Mercy of our Soye. © tit 
raigns Reſtauration like that Pillar, Ex0d. 14.20, Cloyd © Þ 


- and darknefle to ſome, bur light to others; voy are things; {i 


I 5. 


well in Tune, when (as at the bailding of the ſecond T emple, 2 
Ezra 3:13-) we cannot diſcern the noiſe of the ſhout of joy, © (4 


' from the noiſe of the weeping of the people , when one part '$ 


(the more antient_ and righteous ) may weep it out with the © 
2—— Hxc ego, —tulit alter honores;, 2 
Sic vos non vobis —— BF 

& ” int 


4nd another C morenovel and criminal, ) ſhall triumph it © 
with ay © quam bonum jucundum, &sc. 0 how plea- 1 
raign | whereas the truth is, Fuſtice can never ſpeak better © 
ſenſe, than when it doth upbraid ſuch demeriting perſons | un 
with that Sarcaſme of the Apoſtle, Rom. 6. 21, Tiawpv? of 
what fruit would you have fiom thoſe things, whereof ©» 
you, are now aſhamed ?- For the end of ſuch things is ” 
Death. * Ee Re - Þ 
And let no man recriminateths addreſs, from thrin- - 
temperance and debauchery of the Perſons , for whom 'ts  y 
made, - Iremember the check and aſperfion, given of oldby 
the Phariſees to Chriſt , who cenſured him for cating with - 
Publicans and'Sinners , when he had no where elſetog0 * þ 
"Tis a very hard piece of Fuſtice , to cenſure aud condemn 1 
men for eating and drinking in publick houſes, when they © þ 


pave 


' FT 1/therebe Oates and Atheiſme, &'c. more viſible amione 
ther, then others, it will lye very much at the doors of their 
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no Houſes left them ofrheir own , to eat and to 
in. | PR | 


*Oppreſſors. David had oft almoſt all bis Religiin , by 
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| 
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| 
I 
| + contemplation of the good ſucceſs of evil men , Pal. 7 3, j 
 Dythem right , andiry what they will be , ſurely thoſe con- | 
N | 


a» 


2.44 


| ſdences, which have worn about them ſuch deep impreſsions 
© md reſentments of Loyalty and Honour. all the while, 
© (and that at ſo great a difadvantage ) muſt in charity he ha- 
Fd #0 have other good principles of Morality alſo , which 
though perhaps they lye now in aſwound , yet they may be 
Emnakned into pradtiſe by your juſt Encouragements, and 


$44 


ten to one , but you will thereby reſtore them, not onely to 


© 


» 


Etheir Rights and Fortunes, but totheir wits and vertues, A 
PFhreath from your lips i able1o quicken this field of ary bones 


* into an Army of Vertuoſo's. 


x 
4 % 


t © Iwill not preſcribe to your Mifedoms what to do for them, 
- mr. adventure at reaſons of State , why ſomething muſt be 
«done : T here are many and great ones, but you can give thens 
r © togour ſelves, they are thoſe of Religion, which I offer you, 
5” andif Fuſtice and Charity be your duties, and the Compals 
? af your Adtions, then thy ts, Ko 
f', Ifyou will do no more for them, yet remember them, give 
S them (at leaſt) aplace in your Annals and Records; God bas 
© {among many other Books ) 4 book of Remembrance, 
- Mal. 3. 16. and in this Bock he records the ſufferings of 
5 good mg, Plal. 56. 8. Their tears are put up in his bot- 
y | tle,and written in his Book. 
1- Andit ſceemsby that paſſage concerning.Mordecai, Heſt., 
* 116.1, 2,3. that it was the manner of the Eaſtern Princes 
"record the ſervices and ſufferings of good Subjects to 
y = poſterity , 4s ſoon 4s they were done or ſuffered : Andthere 
eV -* RR | were 


> #* 
We 
of 


were Scribes- among the Fews | if my conjecture falle 11s ) b- 
whoſe peculiar office it was t0'ao this ,, and truly the exam. is 
ple of Ahaſuerus here , aeſerwves to be commented n the 
pradtiſe of Princes , Ver. 1. he was reading one nicht in big © 
book of Records , and fownd the good ſervice of Mordecai, 3® 
in diſcovering 4 Treaſon againſt hs Perſon, v. 1, and they © 
puts 4 queſtion ( andit ts Queſtio rege digna) what Ho. Þ+ 
nour and dignity hath been done to Mordecai for this + © 
V 2. twas anſwered, there was nothing done for him,tu # 


bs » 


it was n0t long ere ſomething was. Þ 
If theſe and the following lines, may have the happineſ 7} 
20 move you to put the ſame queſtion for our Mordecai's, 
What hath been done for them ? and upoy finding, thi B' 
 & yet nothing # done for them , to put it Ste to the que= 1 
ſtion , What ſhall be done for them? God ſhall have his . 
will, 1 my end, they the comfort, and you the honour of ſo juſt T 
and brave an Attion. | 


Fr Which ſhill ever be the Prayerof your 
Lincoln's 1nne, Fa» moſt devoted Servant inthethingsvf. ® 
ro, a God and his Righteouſneſs, & 
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= Wy « . 
+ © Is it ſuch a {aft that I have choſen ? a day for a man 


4 © to affli& bis ſoul? ## it to bow down his bead as a 

| EZ Bull-ruſh, and to ſpread ſackcloth and aſhes under 
& bim ? wilt thou call this a faſt,and an acceptable day 

Eto the Lord? 

- Wb not this THE FAST that Thave choſen? to looſe 

the bands of wickedneſs, to undoe the beavy burdens, 


L 


| and to let the oppreſſed go free, and that ye break 


f every yoke ? j li] 
r $15 it not to deal thy bread te the bungry, and that i 
b ® thou bring the poor that are caft out to thy houſe, 
= hen thou ſeeſt the naked that thou cover him, and 


KE'5 


* that thou hide not thy ſelf from thine own fleſh * 


10 U are met this day upon a very great 
and important work , and you have 
ſurnmon'd hither apoor and weak man 
co affiſt you in it ; one that had more. 
need 'to be faſted for, then able to di- 
re others, one who is ( asar no time 
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'z "able, ſo ) at this time not willing to WO 
, Pont the buſineſs before us with Elocation; and the 


"her, becauſe as it is the cuſtom of Mourners, to _— | 
_ ee. pore” 


| | | NA (:2 ) | We _ - 
- poile their garments of all Ribbonds and other dreſſes 
when they Mourn; ſo Ithink, if plain garments befaſhi- 
onable there, a plain Sermon will be ſcaſonable here, © 
This people ( here concerned 1n the Text ) werea & 
Nation much addicted to ontward and forma}! duties, 
and among others to this of faſting,-the ſecond verſe 
before the Text will deſcribe you this; And how.pun- 
Qual- and ceremonious they were in it, the 5. verſe 
( which is part of the Text ) docs decipher : It ſcews, 31 
this formality ran down the whole current, of thatge. ©hs 
neration, for when I look almoſt home to the end ofic Zn: 
inthe dayes of Chriſt) T find the ſame humour ſtirring Who 
- amongſt the Phariſees, of whom Chriſt ſaycs, Mat, 6, 
:16. that when they faſted, they were o«u3guni ! that js, 
( as one interprets it.) they would look like Scythians; 
and they did (as is obſerved in the Text before mentio- F 
ned) «7:2, that is, they either coyer'd their faces with 
black- hoods, or elſe { as one acutely obſerves itout of © 
Antiquity ) they uſed a paint or facus to make them ?. 
ſcem ſad and mortified; and the great errour of them © _ 
was, to think that when this was done, the faſt was ; 
over. | i TR. ol 
Now the bufineſlſe of this Text (with the cohzrents) © | 
15 to reprove, and with reproving to rejeR this formali- | 
ty of faſting, and to commend and teach the truexcalty * | 
of it. | DR as 
And (indeed) theſe are the-parts of the Text, | 
. Firſt, a formal faſt reproved and rejeed, v. 5. 
Secondly,a realfaſt preſcribed and accepted, v. 6+ 
And both theſe are done in the way of expoſtulati- | 
on, which argues a more then ordinary vchemency 1n . 
wiaat is ſpoken. ? 
Firſt, an cxpoſtulation in the Affirmative, ver. 5 
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es Whirſuch a fait 2 which is an ardent Negation, ſignify: Þ — © 
i- He that by no means it is not at all ſuch a faſt, © | 


& Sccondly, an expoſtulatjon in the Negative, V.6,7. 
2 wt this the faft, ec. Intimating a moſt vigorous Af- 
3, mative : Certainly, afſured]y, 'this i the faſt that-r 
e 4 echoſen. 


3F 
> | 


--Sothat in the firſt, all formalicics of a faſt ( when 
ſs» hey go alone ) are rejeRed; theſe Jewiſh formalities in | 
She Text, to 4ffi10# the ſoul, to bow down the head like a j 
It ruſb, ec. and on the ſame ſcore our Chiiſtian for* | j 
=nalities of faſting all the day, meeting in the-Houſe of . 
Epblick Worſhip, making long Prayers, and hearing-. 
=ive or {ix Sermons one onthe neck of another, thele 
ll fay ) when they go alone are rejeted, and our own + 
obſervation can teſtifie, they have been ſo. 
” And in the ſecond, the real, proper, genuine duties 
=of an acceptable faſt are preſcribed and directed, and 
f * hoſe are two, | 
1 7 Firſt, the duty of Juſtice unto men oppreſſed, v.6. 
1 | Secondly, the duty of Charity to men ejeed, w.7%, - 
S  Andthis ts the faſt that God hath choſen : 

Thar, which ( without any violence) 1s deducible: 
) © fom the Texr, may be reduced to thele three particus 
- rs, within which I ſhall confine all I haveto ſay. | 
/ © - Firſt, that faſting is a duty. | — 


Secondly, that God in ſome caſes does rejeR it. - 
Thirdly, what muſt be done to-miake it acceptable. 
rt» Ibegin with the ficſt, That faſting is a duty, this 
-bptain in the Text; where, though we have rejeconem 
- "mdj, yet not rei, of that manner of taſting, not of 
1 afting ir ſelf, ver. 4. we have not a peremptory, #0# 
 [junabitis, but a now fic jejunabitisz and in the 5. verſe 
* ? tis only tale j ejuniam, not a faſt at large, but ay 2 


a 


fa 

te. 
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faſt that bas nothing but formalities, and mediate dutice# 
init, vocem. & pretirea nihil, a cymbal faſt, thu mak ak 
a noiſe and hath nocharity ; this God rejeQeth, 
- And thereaſonis, becauſe tothe morall goodnefſe 81 
an aRion, there is required, . not only the matter nit 
bulk of the fa, the manufaRure and outward body of 


it, but many circumſtances to make it good, St, Aug, i 
obſerves it in the point of delivering up Chriſt ung 
| death; how much the end and intention in an a& dove 
diverſific the aCt it felt 5 Pater tradidit filiam (ſaith hey 
Fudes Dominum Chriitns ſcipſum, one and the ſameaa& 
{viJ.) the giving up of Chriſt, was mercy in God; love 
in Chriſt, buttreaſon jn the Apoſtate, .So here, as the ® 
Apoſtle-ſayes of the Jaw, 1 Tim. 2. 8.that it is good if 
a man uſe it lawtully, fois the duty of faſting, goodor 
evil, as it ſt2nds qualified by theend and intentiongf he 
the perſons. TE _ * 
| Inthe 4. verle before the Text the faſt.was evil, bh 
cauſe the intention was ſo, The faſt for ſtrife and debate, Gp 
&c,and verſe 6, and 7. ofthe Text, the faſt igallowed Bu 
to be good and acceptablc, if it ſtand affociated with My 
the duties of juſtice and mercy. "fg OR 
- Clear itis then, thar faſting is our dury,and the more Zip 
clear, becauſe we have occafions for it. | & 
The firſt : one is judgement impending or incumbing, &y 
at the door,or inthe houfe, 1ſa.22.12 Iſrael was in-dan- hy 
ger of an invaſion, a4 #n that day ( (aich the Prophet ) Th 
did the Lordcall toweeping, and to monraing, = * 
Though we rcad not of any Prophet, thatby word? 


4 
4 
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of mouth required the people to it. yer there Wasvmx' > 
virge, Mic. 6. 9. the rod had a tongue, therewas a thy 
Summons in the preſent providence, there wasa Hani» Y* 


bal ad portas, the Perſran was at the gates, an; 
n 


4 =_T 

ies And leaſt the call of Providence ſhould bethogght 
cs Intloud enough, we have an expreſs ſummons from the 
 Mordto rhisduty, Foel 2, x5,16,17. the 15. ver. gives 
of Fae Precept, Sanitifie « fafs, &c, the 16, verſe ſum- 
nd pas the Perſons, and thoſe areall concerned,che people, 
of Tugreg «10, young 4nd old, 8c, and the 17. verſe gives 
7.54 the duty, prayer, ſpare t 
toBiis was the praQiilc of 1/7ae) why like a flock of ſheep, 
esHiough 18 times of ſafery and peace, they wandred a- 
e)Woad ſecorely in their ſeycral paſtures, yet when the 
& Bog or VVoolf drew near , they ran together to this 
4 EO 
ie &' Secondly, another occaſion to this duty, is ſome im- 
if Fprtant enterpriſe or undertaking , that has danger and 
r Wſiculty in it » Thus did Hefter, who going to pacifie 
of Me-anger of Ahaſverw towards the Jews, and to gain his © ** 
- Four ( a thing dangerous, and difficult ro be had from 
6- Fhpreat a Prince) bids the people foſt for this, and not eat 
6, El rink ebree dayes, night or diy, and I (ſaid ſht) and my 
d Fudens will {off likewiſe , ad ſo will 7 goto the Kine, 
th Wibmuzh it be not according to law, ) andif I periſh I pe- 

Ei; And as the eneerprize was great, fo the faſt made 
Ziproſperous : Thus the Apoſtles, being to ordain, and 
Kd abroad Miniſters to the Gentiles , ( an affairof 
3 {eater danper and difficulty, (and importance too) than 
1- Ste former } they pr ayed unto the Lord and faited, and ha- 
) Ting ſo done, they laid their hands on Barnabas and Saul, 

us ſent them away, Acts 13. 2,3. which praRtiſe of 

d '®krirs ( methinks ) gives no mean warrant to the obſcr- 
*" >Rtion of our Ember wecks, as preparatory to the lay- 
2 2 onof hands: | 
bo # The cehings muſt be great and good; and when ſo, 

"ey muſt be faſted for b n0t for ffrife and debate , nor 

& i 


by prople 0 Lord, &c. and 


fo ſmite with the fiſt of wickedneſs , not for a proſperous 
Rebellion, or RegicideCtorthar's the Enpliſh of the fore: 

mer,) ſuch faſts are to be faſted far, and faſted from,anq 
the late ſignal contutations given out by Providence 
upon ſuch faſts , arc evidence enough, we ovght norto 
taſt for ſuch things. And indeed as all other fervice, ſo 
this of faſting, / as the Apoſtle ſtyles it ) Row. 12.1, it is 
Av IXE AQTPEit f reaſonable ſervice, 


For firſt, God expeRs from us,a demeanour ſuitable. 


to our condition, and as he was juſtly condemn'd, that 


came without a wedding garment to the feaſt, ſo may he 


noleſſe, that wears it at a faſt. | 


* 


Hoſea 1.x. 10: we are requited to walk after the Lord in 
his diſpenſations, and when he ſhall roar like a Liop , then 


ought we (like good children) 70 tremble; * Tis a pieceof 


moſt intollerable inſolence, for men to laugh and ſport 
themſelves when God frownes - this in 1/rael was ſo ofs 
fenſive, that, Tfay 22. 14. becauſe, when God cali'd to 
weeping and to mourning , there was found amongit them 
joy and gladneſs, eating fleſh, and drinking wine, &c. 
therefore that 1niquity ſhould not be purged from them, till 
they died: : It ſeemsto be a moſt unpardonable, and kil- 
ling iniquity , it addes wings tothe leaden feet of ven- 
peance , and ſets on work her iron hands it makes her 
come faſter, and ſtrike deeper , it was this that brought 
in the deluge upon the antient world, Matth. 24.38.bc- 
cauſe they were eating and drinking, &c. therefore the 
flood care, and tookthem allaway, 
Secondly, a diſcreet oblervation of judgements Th 
ther near us or upon us, ) will naturally beget ſuchatem- 
pcrof mind in us, as will produce this duty; For in the 
way of a natural operation, when we are inpain, 1n 
fear,in danver,or under any ſort of diſcontent, we Weep, 
we 
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Ine cry, we pray, we faſt ; when be ſlew them (ſaith Da- 
Paid) then they ſought him. Damocles (though ſet down at 


®Sword that was fo ſubtilly hung over him; where ever 
here is a proſpea or fear of a judgement, it will pro- 
-Guce thisz 'tis true, if a man were a beaſt ( and they are 
"Intle lefle that do ſo ) void of fore-fight and confideratis 
- on, he might be allowed tograze on though it thunders, 


_ ind like the ſwine eat his meat as luſtily an hour before 


- his throat is cut, as at any time before; And let not our 
{Hlariors take 1t 11], that I cannot range them amongſt 
wy other ſort of Cattel: For to be ſenſcleſſe and ſen- 
=ſual at the approach of judgements, is for want of judge- 
nent ; the very Heathens themſclves C when in this 
Condition) were not ſtrangers to this duty : Nintveh fa- 
"led from the King to the Beggar, and from the Beggar 
"1p the Bcaſt forthe threat that 7974 gavethem : And 
© this alſo makes it a reaſonable ſervice. . 
”.. Thirdly , the reaſon of this duty further appears, in 
” that the very outward a&t of faſting doth qualifiz and 
* diſpoſe a man unto thoſe other duties , that are more 
"material; for if Prayer , Confeſſion , Contrition, arc 
"ties that do much conduce to deliverance and mer- 
"Q; and if it be Gods uſual method never to take us 
'p till he finds us on our knees ; when we are {o fit for 
Re: duties, as when we faſt £ For the corruptible body 
| (you have it V Viſd: 9.15.) preſſeth down the Soul, aud 
\ the earthly Tabernacle , weigheth down the mind that mu» 
| th upon many things. Now we have many things to 
--Uuſe upon in this duty , and faſting unclogs the foul, 


"0d takes off that mire and dirt that hangs about the: . 


"Fings of the'mind, whereby it mounts much higherin: 


C2 good, 


-S r 
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*4plcnrifull Table.) yer could not ear bir, becauſe of the - 


"U ſpiritual a&tsz And therefore the caveat of Chriſt is 


SS ($) | 
good, Zukr 21, 34, Take beed to our ſelves, aft is awy Y 
mize your hearts bt over: charged with ſurfeiting, end drank. W 

peſſe ( Baguyi6o: the word 1s ) nt ingraventur, leftyouy ©! 

hearts be made -heavy ; Intemperance takes off the 4 
wheels ofthe Soul, and makes it drive heavily, © 

© A duty then it is, inthatthere are juſt occaſiongof # 

it, and firong reaſons for it : bur let it be neverſ» 7 


- much a duty, and never ſo often done, yetin ſome cz- XN 


A: 


ſes God rejeAsit. And thistranſlates me over intothe © # 


RE a4 


ſecond particular, which is to make inquity in what, © 
ſes, and for what cauſes God does rejeR the faſtings. 3 
and humiliations of men. + 5," FR, 
Rejeaed they are it ſeems ſometimes : For in theyer, ®! 
before the Text we find an cxpreſſe prohibition: You. © 
fhalf npt fait a you do this day ;, and though it may ſeem *'! 
ſtrange to find a Yea anda Nay in God, tocommand þy 
; 


and inhibit the ſame'thing,to make it ſomerimes aduty, 


, 
v 
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and yet charge irasa fin; there muſt be ſome reaſons +: 


J 
%* 
* 


' forthis, and it nearly concerns us to inquire what they © - 
are, © Hh 2 = 

© Firſt, then' God reje&Qs our faſtings , when he finds |. 
nothing elſe but form and outward folemnity inthem: © : 
Tris theſaying of Chriſt, Loke 16.1 5.7 hat which # highly © 
efteemtd among men, is abomination inthe fight of God ; ©. 
whar is highly eſteemed among men 2 you may find it ©, 
1 $4.16. 7. Men looketh on the outward appear ance, but ©. 
God does nor, he cannot indure an out- fide when it goes |» 
_ alone. Here in the Text God abhors that humiliation ©. 
for this very reaſon, inthat they made ir up witha bundle © : 
of Ceremonies , geſtures , cryings aloud, forbiartos, ci 
meat, looking fad , and wearing ſackcloth, and fodid ©; 
only Hiffriones agere perſonate a faſt , and were no more *: 
concerned inc , than the Aors are concerned inthe | 
mater of the plor. Secondly, + 


_ 


$5 DET. - 
\ Secondly , God rejefcth: onr humiliations, when: 
; Yihey arc ſer 0n work meetly for the removal of judge-- 
” Lments, or the attainderof merciesz to faſt mectly for 
 #hhe one, - as St. 1zmes tells us; that there is a faith of- 
Pevils, ſo we may call thisthe faſt of Devils: that eter- 
= pall-bumiliation and.contricion that isnow practi'd in 
Hell, and thoſe Howlings,,'Weepings, and:gnafhing of 
'Tecth, that are there among the damned, are the res 
ſult and effec of their never-dying torments. Andto- | 
iſt meerly for the artainder of the other, is no better. | 
| 
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then the faſt of dogs and ſwine, who howl and.make a 
© noiſe becauſe their- trough is empty, and God gives it 

. E no better name, when he tels them, Hoſc3.1 4.7 hat they- 
Edd not gry wnto him with their heart, bit howled upon their 


n © beds, and afſemblid themſelves for Corn and Wine: It is 
gF 


d © therefore the proper crrandof an humbled pcople to - 


44" 


2. confeſſe their fin, and to beg pardon agd grace, and let 
s | | ian take care for:the reſt; eſpecially, whenit 
y = ſtands cncircled in a promiſe, thatit we ſcek theſe firſt, . 
* >" ex ahan4apti, all other things ſhall beadded tous. It 

js ©. toncerns us of this Nationto conſider this, and.rights - 


: 


© ly to ſtate the reaſon of our humiliations: for we have... 


ie Re p Thirdly, *tig not every faſting for fin that Go d 4C *. ; 
at © £epts, bur in ſome caſes docs rejeR it, though it befor | 


ve © Joſh. 7.6, Afin was commited by Achanand conceal» - 


fs - 
Ts 


_ = 


ed, and the people for'that fin were defeated more then 


once by the men of Ai Foſbua a publick Magiſtrate 
(upon this} fell to bs humiliation, rent his cloaths fell tg 
the earth npop his face, put duſt upon his head and prayed, 
But all this God rejes, and inthe 10. verſegives a 
{marr check unto it, get thee up, wherefore lyeft thou thus 
upon thy face ? and in the 13. verſe calls him out to 
praQtiſe, Up, Sanfifie the people, and make a diligent en- 
quiry after the accurſed thing z God hath piven the 
Magiſtrate a Sword, and he muſt not bear that Sword 
invain. When fin and prophaneneſs abound in 4 
Nation through che Magiſtrates negie& or cowardile, 
'tis not his nor our faſting will remoye it, becauſe he 
hath a more effectua]l means in his hands to doit : And 
in Gods account ſuch a faſt is as ridiculous as if an huſ. 
bandman coming into his Vineyard, and finding icore. 
run with Bryarsand Thorns, ſhould fling afide his pru- 
ning hook and fall to his prayers,that Gad would weed 
them out, 
Fomthly , God rejeRts the faſtings of men when 
they except and referve the practiſe of ſome beloved 
boſom fins unto themſelves ; this is noted with a morg 


then ordinary indignation, 7er. 7, 9,10, 11. Will jou 


| Hal, murther. and commit adultery, and (wear falſly, &c. 


. ana come and ſtand before me in this houſe which is called 


by my name, and ſay we are delivered to dv all theſe abomi- 
nations 2 # thus houſe which is called by my name, become 4 
den of robbers in your eyes? behold I (even TI) have ſeentt, 
[aith the Lard, We may Engliſh it thus, will you come 
4nd faſt before the Lord for fear of Famine and Peſti- 
]cnce, © and put in exceptions to. Rebellion, Regicide, 
Orpreſſion, and thederainder ot other mens bread 2 
Is this the Faſt that I have choſen 2 .one ſuch Dalilch. is 

\ | enough 


SG (11) 
| Enough to deſtroy the ſtrongeſt Sampſon; one ſuch 
©4747, is ſufficient to undo the talleſt Saul ; one cx- 
Jcepted fin, will make void the beſt of fafts, and as long 
*x5 Achay, with his wedge and garment lay undiſcove= 
*jed, unbrought out, let not 1ſrae/ expe to proſper z 
- ch a day as this ought to be a day of flaughter, and 
if God ar another time will deal impartially with us 
for our fins, then it concerns us now to deal impaitially 
--yith them, and not to roul any one (no not the moſt 
- beloved one,) as a ſweet morlſel under the tongue, for 
"fear it prove as the book which was given to Saine 1ohn 
-toeat, though ſweet in the mouth, yet hitter in the belly ; 
have known the whole work of a Chyrurgion de- 
#feared , by ſucha partiality as this, and, becauſe he 
"arched nor at the bottom, though he $kinn'd it over 
- tothe eye, the wound did feſter and (uppurate, and he 
was forced to begin again ; if you will make ſuant 
work in your faſting , bring out the bottom of your 
- fins, do not keep back apart , andthis may heal the 
land. 
Fiftly, The faſtings of men are rejeted, when they 
- will not be convinced of ſome fins, that they are fo in- 
| (ed, asin the caſe of ſhedding innocent blood, when 
we have ſhed it; andcall it juſtice ; faſt while you will 
- this perſwafion , God will not accept it, 'tis plain 
- mough 7a. 1. from the 10. to the Is. ver. in the 10. 
ver. God gives his own people very ſad names, Rulers 
© if Sodom, and people of Gomorrha ; and in the following 
_ verſes, hegives all their ſervices a very ſad reception : 
To what purpoſe is the multitude of yuwur ſacrifices unto 
mee 1 delight not, c. who bathrequired the at your hand, 
' tread my courts? incenſe is an obomination 10 me, the new 
- Moons and Sabbaoths, and the calling of aſſemblies 7 cau» 
20t 


(12) 
- 2308 AWAY with, it is iniquity, even the ſolemn meetings ay 

foul hateth the, they are a trouble unto me, 1 am weary tp 
hearthem, and when ye ſpread forth your hands, Twit 


hide mine eyes from you , yea, when you make many projers, 7 


'T will not hear. 

A ſtrange diſlike, and werethere not areaſon given 
for it, never enough to be wondred at, that God ſhould 
abardon the very ſervice that he docs command, and 
whaC's that reaſon 9 God rhat does nothing .withour 

the higheſt reaſon gives yau his in the bottom of the 
15. ver. (and indeed itis like ſome cholerick diſtemper 
inthe bottom of the ftomack, which makes us vomit 
up all weear,) Your hang are full ef blood + when blood 
15 upon a Nation unacknowledged, unrepented, it mars 
all the ſervices of it. 
Laſtly, God does rejeR the faſtings-of men when 


they are undertaken to promote bad ends, and wicked 


purpoſes : ſuch a faſt wasthit of Jezebel, 1 Kings 21.9, 
ſhe proclamed a faſt, that under the colour of a treſpaſs 
againſt that proclamation, ſhe might obtain the life and 
vineyard of Naborh: And the faſtings of T-ae/ arehere 
xejected in this Chapter, becauſe they were undertaken 
to promote ſtrife and debate, and proſperouſly to ſmite 
with the fiſt of wickedneſs, and in the 3. ver. more cſpe= 
cially the reaſon isgiven, becauſe iz the day of your faft 


you find pleaſure, that is, (as the vulgar renders it, ) iv- - 
wenitar voluntas veſira, you bring with you your own * 
wills, deſires, defigns, - and hope to carry them on by - 
faſting, and as it follows, you exa#? all your labiwrs, | 
Ompes debitores veſtros repetitis.,you beg of-God a prol+ | 


- perons vengeance upon thoſe you think have wrong d 


you z ſuch low and baſe ends do no moxe juſtific a faſt, = 
che when a Robber prays for an advantageousencoutt * 
ter, |} 


a 
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2 | (13) . 
ter, or a Pirate for afair winde at Sea, If we thus bri 

Zin the tables of Money-changers into the houſe of God, 
Zand come here to truck with him , for the grant of our 
"own deſires, he will over-throw thoſe tables, and 


* ſcourge out ſuch Merchants : It we faſtto ſatisfie our 


-.ownambition , cruelty or covetouſneſs, we pervert the 
"end of this duty, by bringing that hither to be cheriſh- 


- ed, which ſhould be brought hither to be ſlain ; - and 


_ + tuly ( if I might haveleave to give my judgement, ) I 


| & canriot underſtand why ſo great a defeat has been given 
out from God , upon thoſe many humiliations ( ſcem- 


© ingly to me very ſolemn and ſerious,) which were acted 
= by this Nation, and eſpecially in this place , for theſe 


= 


® and thoutakeſt noknowledge? I lay, Icangive no reaſon 


WE 


= your the comforts of other men with a better ſtomack, 
and to make our ſclves rich by their ruine. 
> You ſce then that the faſtings of men may be reject- 
a ed , and you have ſeen in what caſes, twill now be ſca- 
= ſopable toput ſuch a queſtion, as he did in the Goſpel, 
Good Maſter , what good thing muſt 1 do that 1 may obtain 
eternal life ? ſo here, what good thing muſt we do, to 
© make our faſting acceptable unto God ? The anſwer to 
- this you will have in the third particular upon which I 
--amnow ecntring, | 
. The proper ingredients therefore of a Faſt ro make | 
it acceptable are not forto ſeek, for you may.quickly 
= find them in the 16, 17. ver. of !ſa. 1. Ceaſe to do evil, 
" learn to do wel. | : | 
= D Firſt, 


(14) 
' Firſt, Ceaſe to ao evil, then do we faſt indeed when we 
faſt from fin3 *ris not our. witholding meat from the 
body , but our withdrawing all ſorts of ſupplemenes 
from our ſuſts, that makes a faſt ; The luſts of our 
hearts have wide mouths and craving ſtomacks ; Ambi. 
tion, would neyer ceaie aſpiring, till it perchon thecizele 
of the world ; Coyctouſneſle woald ingroffe all the 
rich of the 1z4ies; Revenge , would glut it ſelf with 
the blood of others ; and 'tis the work of thoſe that 
faſt, to ryeup theſe , and keep them ſhort , tolay ſizdge 
to them, and intercept their proviſions, the beſt wayto 
kill them is to ſtarve them out 3 That expreſſion of the 
Apoſtle is very apt, Gal. 5 . 24. They that areChriſtshave 
erucified the fleſh : now, crucifixion is to faſten and bind 
down a living creature to that which is crofſe and con- 
trary toit. Our luſts are thoſe living creatures, and to 
crucifie them is to feed them with contraries ; Pride, 
would have a Crown of gold, give it a Crown of 
thoins 3 Luxury, would have the generous wine, give 
it vinegar mingled with gall : tis no faſting except this 
be done, andtherefore Saint Bernard , dothelegantly 
upbraid'a faſt that is kept without this , Carnem non 
commedls, fed commedis fratrem, a vino abſlines, ſed ab iu- 
jariis tibi non temperas, 'tis a ſad faſt to forbear bread 
and meat, and the while to devour the fleſh and blood 
of thy brother. : 
Secondly, Learn to dowel, this indeedis the yery 
glory and accompliſhment of a faſt. But wharthat do- 
ing well is, that's the queſtion; To Worſhip Godis to 
do well, to hear, to pray is to do well, but yet thisis 
not the doing well is here required ; yea, this doing 
well is rejected and ſpurned. at of God, if there be no 
other ſorts of well-doing going with its and what = 
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free, any yoke it muit be broken, any that are bungrie 


be (as) 
Is you have inthe 17. ver. of 1/ay 1. Relieve (or riehten) 
the oppreſſed, judge the fatherl:ſſe, plead for the oi. 


Tis clear then that the duties of Juſtice and Mercy 


are not only the Ornaments , but the eſſentials of a 
faſt; they are made ſoin the Text, where there are any 


bands of wickedneſſe thty muit be looſed , any heavie bur- 
dens they muſt be unde , any oppreſſed ones they muſt go 


bread muſt be dealt nts them , any that are poor and ca 


- Out they muſt be brought to thy hoaſe, any naked thou muſt 


+ cover 64m; and good reaſon, for in the bottom of the 
| verſe, he & thine ows fleſh , at what wideneſs ſoever we 
. are differenced by other things in the World , yet the 


pooreſt man alive is thy own fleſb, and in all thy as of 
mercy to him, thou art mercifull toa part of thy ſel, 
This is the faft , and how importunately the Spirit of 


| God harps upon this ſtring, and points us ( as it were 


with the finger ) to this , even tothis ſort of duty, you _ 


.- may further ſee in Zach. 7.9, 10. where after a reproof 


given to their formal faſtings, verſe 5. a rule is ſub- 
joyned for them whatto do : Execmte trae Judgement, 


.. and ſhew Mercie and Compaſsion everie man to his Brother, 


and oppreſſe not the Widdow , nor the Fatherleſs, the Stran- 


._ ger, wor the Poor, and let none of you imagine evil againi# 


bis Brother in your heart. 1tis a ſtrange preference, and 
much to be wonder'd at , which God gives ta the du- 


' tes we owe to man, beforethoſe we owe to himſelf : 


methinks it were enough to ſay that the ſecond Com- 
mandement- is like wzto the firſt , Math. 22. 39. but to 
fay, firſt g0 «nd be reconciled to thy Brother , and then come , 
and offer thy gift ; to ſay , 1 will have Merci rather then 


' Sacrifice, as Gods goodneſle in this to be wondred at, 
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ſo mans duty from this is to be concluded on, thatour 

works of Mercy, Juſtice, Charity, muſt be done by us 

' with as great a zeal, and with a greater earlineſs, then: 
thoſe very ſervices which we do to God. _ 

There is now left nought remaining to trouble your 
patience with, but my application and your pradiiſe. 
You are here--met in the houſe of G5d , and whatto 
do * to faſt; and for what * the ſuſpitions and fears of a 
famine like to come npon us, from our late abundance 
of Rain, threatving to ſpoile the. Fruits of the Earth, 
"Tis very well, that any thing will drive us hometo 
| Gad; but yet, it is obſervable how early we are in this 
| duty ; we faſt for a judgement that is not yet upon 
us, further then the fear and ſaſpition of it: It wouldbe 
much more ingenuous, to be early and quick in faſting 
for the fins of the Nation , as weare for the dangers of 
it, thoſe (Iamſure) areripe enough and ready tor the 
ſickle z we are much beyond the ſuſpicions of fin, we 
are under the Commiſſions ofir; and yet, as yet we 


have had no faſt for theſe, it would very much beaurifie 


the beginnings of thi-bleſſed revolution, and fortunate 
change of things we live under,to begin with ſuch a faſt 
as this ; but it ſeems we love our bellies very well, atid 


a5 ſome followed Chriſt for the loaves, ſo we faſt for 
fear we ſhall want the loaves , we faſt for fear that we 


ſhall faſt. - 25 
But ſince it is ſo, that the work of this day ſtands 


Rated to my hands, upon this bottom , it will be con- 


venicnt before I can dire& you how to be ridofthis 
judgement , to give. you my judgement whence It 
comes :. For affuredly 'tis no brutum fulmey, tio arrow 
ſhot at rovers , no accident ſlip'd our of the womb of 
chance without any fignification in it; no, noz as God 
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=. (19). | 
* the higheſt reaſon, ſo all that he does comes from ir, 
3and is guided by it, his very judgements themſelves are 
reaſonable judgements : ard therefore though many. 
things come forth from God, the cauſes of which ſhijl 
not be known untill the day of the revelation of his righ - 
- rnſneſs ; yet inthe generall he bids us believe , and: 
would have us know , that he hath not done without canſe 
al that he hath done, Ezck. 14. 2. | 
Well then, arcaſon for this judgement there is, and 
-whatis it 2 to tell youthat it is wickedneſſe in the ge- 
eral, is to fling an whole loaf at your head, and not 
- tocut it for you ; but yet the Pſalmiſt tells us ſo, P/als 
107. 34. He turneth a fruitfull land into barrenneſs for 
"the wickedneſſe of them that divell therein, and as God 
| told Adary, Gep. 3. 17. that the ground was curled for 
© hisſake ( thatis, for his fin ) ſo ifour ground now be 
. Ike to undcrgoe a Curſe, it is for our fins; And for 
\ what ſins? + Certainly, for ſome fins above 0+ 
© thers; for as the Clouds ſend down no other waters 
then what the Earth ſends up, fo there is ſomething 
- come up from us before God,that has drawn down out 
preſent” judgements on us. f 
There have been divers interpretations paſt on this 
late abundance of Rain; The Star-gazer charges it up» 
on ſome notable configuration in the Heavens, but yet 
| (as our late Aftrologers confefled they could nor read 
our late revolution , and bleſſed return of the King in 
any conjunRion of the Planets, but gave it clearly upto 
4bea miracle) ſo if you now examine their Almanacks, 
"you ſhall not find a word fore-tellipg all this foul wea- 
"ther, which makes me think it is more thena naturall, 
4Itis a judicial effeR. | 
* Andthercfore others (that are no good friend to our 
© ETSY | co pre=- 


gry _ —— 
"preſent wellfare ) will adventure to make a malicious 

gloſle upon the preſent judgement, and whiſper-it At 

our importunate defires of his return, and for ourgreat 


at the firſt treatment of His Majeſtie inche City, the 
great Rain and Thunder upon the day of his Coronati- 


- Samuel tells the people thus : I will call wntorhe Lord, 


ſee that your wickedneſſe is great, which ye have done in the 
nough : Therefore to come nezrer home, what may 


for a famine then to pray againſt it ; For as taſting inthe 
way. of a phyſicall operation is good to curemany di- 
and luxury ) which famine would be an excellent means 


What our fins are, may be read inthe very faceof 


their Expoſitors of Thunder-bolrs ; and as Phyſicians 


rejoycings at his preſence : And they oblerve ( with 


ſome pleaſure to themſelves) the great Rain thatfell 


on, andthe great Rains that have continued ever ſince, : 
and they make bold with Scripture to prove thisto be | 
the caule of the judgement from 1 Sam. 13. 17. where © 
and he ſhall ſend thunder andr aim: that ye may perceive and © 


ſight ofthe Lord, in «king you a King, But I queſtion + 
not, but this interpretation is too private and widee» 


the fins be « Truly the Nation ſtands now guiltyof 
juch fins, that I could find in my heart rather ropray 
ſeaſes, ſo there be many fins ( eſpecially thoſe of pride 
ro remove, by removing the food and fomentations of 


the judgement; that as the Hetrurians of old erected a 
Colledge of wiſe men to be their fulminum imerpreves, - 
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leaſt in corners, that 1t 1s for the Kings coming in, for i 


now by the fignature they obſerve in a plant will gueſs | 
ſhrewdly, whar it is wholſome for, and hurtfullto: 50 
there is a ſignature in the preſent judgemegr, and by 
the Features and. Complexion that is in ir we may : 

| M3 oj. | 
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"# much mangled and broken, as once the Lord«and 
"Maſter of it was; and as the Poet deriding.the immo= 
- (erate drefles of a Girle, told her that ſhe was minima 
_ pars ſilo is this day, ſo divided, and loaden with affairs 
1nd fins, that it is now becomethe leaſt patt of it ſelF. 
- ind you may ſeck for. a Sabbaoth, in a Sabbaoth, and 
- yet nor find it. And whereas it is an holy day,now other 
© days are innocent to this, thoſe we ſpenJ upon our cal- 
- lings, this upon our ſins, and now do bur ſee how this 
dgment is fitted to this fin, Lev, 26. 34. where Moſes 
© tells the people #hat the land fbould rmjoy her Sabbath; 
- ind lie deſolate : becauſe the men of theland will no: 
| keep their Sabbaoths, therefore the land it ſelf ſhall 
-- keep hers; andſuch a Sabbaoth is now like to be kepe 
for this year by a great part of our land. | 


(19) 


Calculate its Nativity , and judge 'whence it comes: 
& Firſt, they, what think you of the fin of Sabbaoth- 
Ebreaking 2 a finnow more frequent, impudent,and un- 
Zpuniſhed,then in thoſe late black days;in which preater 


were counted none at all ; This bleffed day is now 


Secondly, next what think you of the fin of ſwear- 


- 1g? a fin whereby the devil cheats a man more then by- 
- any,by being damned for it, and getting nothing by it : 
© never did bullers ly thicker inthe hotteſt battel, then 
_ baths now in this wicked City 5 you cannot paſs the 


ſireets, but your cars will be box'd by an oath at every 


© ſtep, and *cis a wonder to me,if theſe arrows which arc 
- ſhot bolt up-right and levell'd point-blanck at God,do 

not recoyle upon the heads of thoſe that ſhot them ; 

- but how this fin does more particularly contribute to 

- the judgement we now fear, you may ſee Fer.23.10, 

© there we are told that becauſe of Oaths (Curſes) the. 

nd mowrneth, There is a ſort of ground which husband- 


MEN 


. miracle contrary to that of Chriſt, who fed: 5000. With 


(39) 


men do call weeping ground, and?cis barren and goog © 
. forlitle; we have ſuch now, whole Countrics lie ha. 
_ thed inthe teares of Heaven,and that becauſe of Oaths.; * 

for if by thcem-we pull God out of Heaven, and tear | 


wh 
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him in picces between our tecth, if we uſe his name _ 


vainly as if there were no ſuch being, 'tis no maryel] _ 


if the Clouds tumble down -upon us, when we Jeave 


none in Heaven to govern and hold them up : He that © 
thinks or lives as if there were no God, ſhall be cared © 


for here, as if there were none. 


Thirdly, what think you of the fin of Adulterie? - 


whether this may not beget a Famine, 7er.5.7,8, Whey 
I fed them 10 the fall, they then comminted Adulterie, and 


aſſembled themſelves by Troops in the Harlots houſes , they 
were 4s fed horſes.in the morning, everie one ntighed after 
his neighbours wife, (hall I nor viſit for theſe things ſaith 
the Lord 2. and what is the viſication for theſe things ? 
you. ſhall find it verſe 17. 4 famine, this that we fear, 
though coming another way, yet from the ſame fin; 


They ſhall eat of thine harve#, and thy bread which thy : 


Sons and Daughter s (bould eat, they ſhall eat of thy fucks 
and thy hirds, they ſhall eat of thy Vines and thy Fig-trets, 


"&c. and it is a puniſhment both juſt and proper, if thou 


borrow ſtrength from the creature to {quanderit away 
upon unlawful beds, *cis fic that God ſhould. take the 
creature from thee: If a ſtallion grow unruly, tye him 
up to an empty rack. 

.. Fourthly,what think you of. 7»temperance ? a finthat 
brings forth this ſuſpeRed judgement, both phyſically 
andjudicially too. Phyſically, ris no marvel it there 
be a ſcarcity when we.fill our Tables to ſuch a- height 
to feed a few, as will ſuffice for many, committing 2 


five 
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five loaves, and we feed but five with ſome ſcores of 


diſhes. = | 
And judictally this judgement lies much at the door 


: ofthis fin, ro witthe Luxury of man, for it you mark ir, 


- this plague of Rain hurts not the grafſe ſo much as the 


grain, the horſe and oxcare provided tor well enough, 
nay the Country-man tells me that Cartle are like to bz 


- painers by't, itis becauſe they are temperate z bu: 'ris 
= the Luxurious and debauched part of mankind that are 


like to be theloſers , in that Whear and Barley are the 
preateſt ſufferers in this deluge, and he that told me 
that. the Barrels of Beer and the Buts of Wine w-re 


' ſeento ſwim abour the Cellars here in Town, made me 


preſently think it was to puniſh our Dcankenneſſe ; For 
2s a Father: ſpills rhe Wine and breaks the Cup when 


he fees his child but in danger co be fluſter'd, ſc God 


does language it in this judgement , that it was our 
Luxury that brought it , by deſtroying the Tooles and 
Utenſils of that fin. SA 


2 Fifthly and laſtly, I will mentionone f1a more which 


( I fear ) hath contributed ſomewhat more than the reſt 
to this. judgement, and that is'our publick defayler in 


| the duties mentioned in the Text , The want of Fuſtice 
 andCharity; andindeed( to tell youthe truth ) I chole 


this Text, and hayeſpoken all this while upon it, onely 
to introduce what follows; and give me leave to be ve- 
ry plain and home with you. | 7 

. There is a party yetalive in Eng/and(if they be alive, 
and indeed *tis 35 much as they are) that have been, and 


- do. ſtill own the name' of trac Fuglifhmen ( for the * 


one 
- Eng 


teſt livc only by an Amneſty , and are Engliſhmen but of 
ear old ) but theſe I am ſpeaking for are true o/d 
fiſhmen, and great ſufferers for being fo : in Wn, 
Es; E they 
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they live and arc let paſs, not onely without reward, bir 
reſtitution , not only without reſp: of others, butthe 
recovery of their own.  Aſtrologers have amuſed the 
World of late with reports of ſtrange and wonderfull 
Conjunitions; never were there ſuch trange and mon- 
ſtrous couples as are now ſeen marching rtogetherin 
England, Loyalty aud rags, Loyalty and lice, Loyalty and 
hunger, | Loyalty and a priſon: Poor Loyalty ! the flower 
and credit of every good Chriſtian, how hardly art thou 
uſed , to be unequally yoked. with ſuch as theſe ! his 
complaint in the Goſpel about wages was nothing , in 
compariſon to that which theſe can make, 34a1th,20,12, 
Theſe laſt have wrought but one hour, and thou haſt made 
them equal unto us , which have born the burthen and heat 
of the day : but theſe men can ſay we have born the bur- 
then and hear of the day, and have not received a penny 
for it , bur they received it who did nothing, if nor 
worle than nothing. 

'Tis a ſmart and a true one of him that ſaid , 7: ſeems 

« hard piece of juſtice , that the price of publick freedem 
(when refored) ſhould bethe ruine only of ſuch as did aſſert 
ft. *Tis the faſhion of this Town to give you once a 
week their bill-of mortalitie', and to inſtance the ſeveral 
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diſeaſes by which they dyed ; but I find not this diſeaſe © - 


mentioned , ſo many died with the ſenſe of a diſ-regarded 
lojalty : with a little pains I could preſent you with 
a black Bill of ar leaſt a hundred Gentlemen that dyed 
in and abont this Town by no other diſeaſe but this, 
and want; and yet ( as Fob )though they ſay no delive- 
rance, i hey;ſtill held faſt their integrity and carryed it with 
them to be regarded and rewarded inanother Warld :T 
could ſhew you whole Carr-loads of old ſhooes and 


mouldy bread, all the houſhold-ſtuff that is leftio theſe 
s poor 


<5 
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| poor Gibeonites, TI could tell you (from a very good 


z - hand) of a ſtout Realiſt, that (like Z:2 a) came into 


our Haiand carefully garher'd up tne parings ct bread, 
| which notonly the men, but the mice and dogs had 
| left, (for our City dogs are ſo finely fed, that they 
fcorn to cat that, which he was £1:d to find.) 
And*tis this endavgers a famire, and provokes it; 
there is a ſignatare in the very judgement, like Adonibe- 
Zeck Judges 1.7. As Ihave done, ſo God hath requited 
me; lo God poes about this way to make you. and 
them all of a piece,by taſting the ſame ſance with them, 
 andbylttting you to feel whar'ris to be in want 4 me- 
thinks, tis the very I:nguage of Heaven, 1f you will net 
help them, the ea th ſhall not help you : God will1educe 
your fair ficlds and fatned ſelves to the ſame leanneſs 
with them, and then twill be in faſhion ro want when 
great men wear it; 
Let me give you my juſt fear, that as the preſent un- 
kindneſs (if not injuſtice) to this ſort of men is very 
prear, ſo I do believe you will never thrive, neither in 
Creatures nor in Corncels, nor inany undertakings 
till this be amended : For 'cis a crying fin, if St. Zawes 
beto be believed, who tells us, James 5. 4. That: the hire 
of the labourers, which is kept back by fraud, cryeth, and 
with that loudneſs, that 7s enters into the eares of the 
| Lordof Sabbath ;and what does this cry obtain 2 Miſe- 
ries, verſe 1: and what Miſerics ? Yowr Riches. are core 
rupted, and vour Garments moth-eaten. your Gold and Sil- 
wer is canker 'd, andthe ruſt of them ſhall be a witneſs a- 
gainſt you, and ſhall eat your fleſh as it were fire : And as 
nothing thrived in 1ſrael as long as Achan fare abrood 
on his ſtolen wedge and garment, ſo though we gild 


over our Plunders and Sequeſtrations with the ſpect- 
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ous title of the juſt acquiſts of war, yet letnot Fagland 
hope to proſper till there be mnwiimer nary, Aﬀts 3. 
21, 4 reſtitution of all things. £6 £4 

It is this juſt and moſt advantagious work which 1 
commend with the greateſt ſeriouſneſs: to your care 
and Councell ; that as you have been indifferently-ſe. 
vercin the vindiazve part of juſtice, ſo you would 
. ſhew your ſelves men inthe reforative part of it, and 
fill up your office in both parts of it by penifhment of evil 
ders, and the praiſe of them that have done well, 1 Pet, 

It you would ſtand free from the judgement you 
fear, dothis and it will prove an Antidore: Ile com 
mend to you but this one inſtance for your warrant and 
incouragement, 2 Sam, 21.1n the x, verſe wereadot a 
famine that was in the dayes of David, and David enqui- 
red of the Lord, and hisanſwer was, 1t is for Saul and for 
hi bloody houſe, becauſe he ſlew the Gibeonites No part of 
the Hiſtory tclls me that he flew them, which makes 


me think he only uſed them hardly , encreas'd their 
Servitude, and madetheir lives a'burthen to them, and - 


indeed this is a picce of murder ; ard for this there was 
a famine. | 

Have we no {nch Gibconires among us 2 that are as. 
yet thought good for nothing elſe, but to cleave wood 
and carry water, todo the drudgery and mean offices 
of the Nation 2 we have, what nced we be: at the colt 
to Trade {o far as the 7vdies for Blacks and Slaves, 
when we have enough art home? neither let us any 
more upbraid the Maheretan cruekyfor making vallals 
of ſtrangers, and binding ſuch only to the oar whom 
they knew not under any other notion , then of 4 ju 
price of war , we make Slaves among our ſclves} _ 

tha 


Ur Gberty.” Have we not apeople.endeavaured tobe 
Apprefled and' deftroyed' byhur:/weSaul:2\Did.any 
hing but bonds, and chains; and blocks, and/halters; 
hide chem here athomie ©. and ws any place' Sura. 74: 
_ uica, a Poneropolis provided for themabroad t Anil.aq 
jt, theſe (the juſt heirs and owners of relicf) are nor 
_ flieved: *Tis:not a further veogennizon thrirenemics 
hat they deſire, northe hanging np;of che Son of Saul ; 
that will the blood of others:dothem gdod 2 if. they 
ped that,they would never have been 1o prodigall of 
heir own, what then 2 let our David ſend for them as 
"david did for theſe, and d:bare the matter with them, 
- $he did, verſe 3. What (ball I do for you, and wherewih 
hull. 7 make the attonement, that you may ble[s the inheri= 
" unce of the Lord ? | 
This inheritance of the Lord (the Land of our Na: 
vity) is like (it ſeems for this year at leaſt) rogo with- 
qut a bleſizng ; let the ſame words be heard hs 
ps of our David, and let the ſame-queſtion be put in 
- your Councels, what ſhall we do for you ? 'Tis quickly 
nſwer'd in the Text, which ſets me down where I firſt 
ſet up : Looſe the bangs of wicktdveſs , nndve the heavy 
burdens, let the oppreſſed go free,break every yoke deal your 
read to the hungry, bring the poor that are ca#t ont to your 
 bouſes, cover the naked, and hide not your ſelves from your 
wy fleſh , and though ic may ſeem a work of coſt, yer it 
mnotwithout reward, yer. $. & Cc. Thes ſhall your light 
reak forth as the morning. and your health ſhall ſpring forth 
heedily, and your righteanſneſſe ſhall go before you, aud the 
elorie of the Lord ſhall gather you up, Then ſhall you call, and 
the Lord ſhall anſwer, you ſhall crie, aud he ſhall ſay, here I 
«nm: Then ſhall the Lord guide you continually, and ſatisfic 
| your 


artaght, and: make fat your bones; andyos fa | F 

be like «watered gar drm; and like a ſpring 'of water, win by | 

Warrrs {dil bot; - Awlyon fhall baild the old waſt places, 7 ow [1 
Ml "1c 


Ki (26). 
your ſoul tn ard 


ſhall raiſe foundations. for many generations and you 
be called the repairers of the breach , and the reftorers of | | 
paths to dwellin, Ear 01-5 Ai M 


- . Which Duties that ye may do, and which Mercies _ | 
| - thar you may*obtain , the Father of mercies grant, - 
b* through the Merits and Mediation of our Lord Jeſus . 
3 Chriſt, towhombeglory tor ever and ever. Amen. | _ 
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Mg Walwin's Sermon on the happy retura of Ring Cherles the Second, 
Aperfe& Diſcovery of Witchcraft, very proficable tobe read by all ſorts 
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